
The 1969 N1 table medal was commissioned for the contractors, 

engineers and participants involved in the building of the N1 lunar  

launch vehicle and its launch facilities.  

The N1 was built to launch Soviet cosmonauts to the moon as part of  

the N1/L3 manned lunar program. The rocket was nearly 345 feet tall 

and capable of 9.6 million pounds of thrust at takeoff generated by 30 

engines. Twelve launch attempts of the N1 were scheduled. All four      

of the development test flights launched experienced engine failure    

before reaching the second stage. 

According to Alex Panchenko and Michael Rose, experts in 

Soviet/Russian space collectibles, the N1 table medal was not 

recognized as an official medal and none of the samples created      

were ever circulated. 

Mr. Panchenko was informed by Vladimir Katayev, a former Soviet 

rocketry general, that only 100 pieces of the medal were custom ordered 

and presented to the recipients. General Katayev stated the first 50 

medals were produced with two sides and the final 50 were one sided 

and presented in a box. 

According to Victor Nikolaev, an employee of the Russian space agency 

and also a space collectibles expert, the medal was commissioned by 

the military and the Ministry of General Machine Building. It was 

approved by the KGB and later presented to the State Commission.     

He also confirmed that 100 of the table medals were produced. 

Mr. Nikolaev also discovered that the KGB later ordered the medals 

altered in an effort to remove evidence of the program’s secret 

existence. Altered, in this case, means the reverse side (the text side) 

was completely stripped off of the medal. This would explain why the 

second 50 medals were one sided. The number of medals which have 

survived is unknown. 

General Katayev also revealed to Mr. Panchenko that the N1 table 

medal consisted of an alloy containing metal from an N1 launch vehicle. 

This information was also confirmed by Soviet/Russian collectibles 

dealer Vladimir Kovalchuk to Michael Rose. Based on an examination   

of the one-sided version of the medal, Mr. Nikolaev has concluded the 

interior is made of copper. 

The front of the medal shows the profiles of three men looking at a N1 

rocket on its launch pad. Mr. Nikolaev confirmed the symbolism of the 

men represents the Soviet workers, soldiers who worked on the N-1 

project and the cosmonauts who would venture to the moon. 

The Soviet Union’s hammer and sickle symbol and a stock of wheat (to 

symbolize economic wealth) are also on the medal’s front artwork. 

The back of the N1 medal has text in a circular pattern which translates 

as “In Honor of Completion of the Construction of the Object N1 1969”.  

A small star (symbolizing communism) is located above the letters N1. 

N1 Table Medal Information: 

 Commissioned for 1969’s N-1/L3 launch.  

 Issued to participants who constructed the 
N1 launch vehicle and launch facilities. 

 Medal contains an alloy which has metal 
from an N-1 along with a copper interior. 

 Only 100 medals were produced. 50 were 
two-sided and 50 were one-sided. 

 Not an official medal. Never circulated due 
to secrecy of the N1/L3 project.  

 Medals were ordered altered by the KGB. 

 72 mm in diameter and 5 mm in thickness. 

 Believed to be the only item produced to 
commemorate the manned lunar program 
during the project’s actual existence. 
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 The 1969 N-1 table medal was most likely minted at the 

OKB-1/TsKBEM facility at the Baikonur Cosmodrome. 

The medal would have been designed by one or two 

selected military soldiers at the Cosmodrome who had 

shown artistic abilities. 
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